Drug-induced oedema of the ciliary body is rare, and occurs predominantly following exposure to sulphona mides. In a 31-year-old patient in her 37th week of pregnancy, we observed reversible myopia of -4.75 dioptres following the ingestion of chlorthalidone. In a second case report we describe, in a 61-year-old patient suffering from aspirin-sensitive asthma, recurrent ciliary body oedema with a marked spastic component which was triggered by the medications acetazolamide, dipivefrine and pilocarpine. We explain oedema of the ciliary body on the basis of the eicosanoids. We believe that the oedema is caused mainly by prostaglandins and that leucotrienes are predominantly responsible for the spastic component. We postulate a drug-induced elevation in eicosanoid concentrations, as well as certain interrelationships between ciliary body oedema and aspirin-sensitive asthma.
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Drug-induced ciliary body oedema, with transient myopia as its cardinal symptom, occurs only rarely.
However, the phenomenon has been recognised for many years, and numerous case reports describing it exist in the literature.
In most of the reports, the disorder occurred following the ingestion of sulphonamides ( 
CASE REPORTS Case 1
A 31-year-old patient who had suffered in her youth from asthma was prescribed a sulphonamide diuretic (chlorthalidone) for moderate oedema of the lower leg during her 37th week of pregnancy. The oedema responded favourably to the first tablet, so that the patient did not take a second tablet until 5 days later, by which time the oedema had worsened. Approxi mately 6 hours later, after awakening from a mid-day nap, she experienced bilateral deterioration of her distance vision and consulted our emergency ward.
In this patient, whose ophthalmological anamnesis was uneventful and who did not wear spectacles, we found an uncorrected visual acuity of counting 
Case 2
A 61-year-old patient was admitted to our clinic in We are of the opinion that rare, drug-induced oedema of the ciliary body can be traced to a disturbance in eicosanoid metabolism. Accordingly, the oedema is mainly dependent upon the actions of the prostaglandins, while the spastic component is related rather to the leucotrienes. Numerous inter fering factors combine to play a role in creating an imbalance in the complex metabolism of eicosanoids.
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